Voting Instructions

The annual meeting of Higher Ground Academy is scheduled for May 19, 2026 at 4:00 p.m.  The meeting will be held at the Marshall campus in the school’s conference room.  The annual meeting will consist of a state of the school report and election of 2 board members.

There are 2 vacancies on the Board of Directors to be filled:  2 Community Member positions.  

Below please find an election ballot which includes the credentials of the applicants recommended by the nomination committee.  Place a check 🗹 in the box under the candidates for which you wish to vote, you can vote for both candidates if you would like to.

Place the completed ballot in the self-addressed, stamped envelope and mail it to Higher Ground Academy.  However, for your ballot to be valid, it must be received in person or by mail, by 4:00 p.m. on May 19, 2026.

Respectively,[bookmark: _GoBack]Once completed, please put this ballot in the ballot box in the office next to the receptionist desk by May 19th.

 (Your vote is not valid if it’s not sealed in one of the envelopes provided next to the ballot box.) 




Samuel Yigzaw 

Samuel Yigzaw 
Executive Director 

Election Ballot Below:
Dan McGrath

Statement of Intent: I am writing to express my interest in renewing as a HGA Board member for a 2-year term beginning in July 1, 2026. I have been practicing law for 38 years and have served on the Board of Higher Ground Academy since 2014, serving as chair of the board since 2015. In my legal practice I represent businesses with owners from all sorts of ethnic backgrounds. I have a strong understanding of business operations and regulations, strategic planning and non-profit organizations. I am a St. Paul resident and was recruited by the late Bill Wilson to serve on the HGA board. I have tremendous respect for Mr. Wilson and his successor Dr. Samuel Yigzaw. I believe that my professional experience coupled with my experience as a HGA board for the past two decades makes me a logical community member candidate to serve on the board for the next two years. Thank you for considering my application for renewal on the HGA board. I have attached a copy of my Curriculum Vitae for reference purposes.

Bio:

WILLIAM MITCHELL COLLEGE OF LAW
St. Paul, Minnesota
Juris Doctor, May 1988

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
Minneapolis, Minnesota
Bachelor of Arts, December 1984

BAR ADMISSIONS
October, 1988 Minnesota Supreme Court
May, 1991 United States District Court, District of Minnesota
July, 2017 Wisconsin Western District Court
Community Member

















Turn over

SHANNON TANGHE

Statement of Intent: I am currently a board member and I am interested in continuing to serve for another 3 years.

Bio:

Shannon Tanghe is an Associate Professor at Metropolitan State University, she previously taught at Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota, where she taught graduate ELL level courses to prepare teacher candidates for ELL licensure.  She has a Ph.D. from the Indiana University of Pennsylvania, a Master’s degree from Woosong University, Daejeon, South Korea, and a Bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education from the University of Minnesota-Morris.  She has also been an Assistant Professor and a Visiting Professor at the Dankook University Graduate School of TESOL, Korea since 2006.




Community Member



	












